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 Copyright(c) 2017 by joe hofmann All rights reserved. Chapter 27 "When the shells ceased exploding, I went to the cupboard
where I kept a supply of fresh water, and brought it to the men. Some, too dazed to move, fell into it and drank. Others,

shocked, blinked and looked about them as if they did not recognize the world about them. I filled a canteen with water and
passed it along, and then went back to my post. Once again I looked to the sky, and, when the shells stopped exploding, I had the
strength to go back to the doctor. "How are they?" I asked. The doctor looked up, and then back at his instruments. "Wounded,
of course. I have seen more serious wounds than this in my time. Most of them will recover. These will take longer. But they
will recover. "There are others on the island who were not wounded, and they don't seem to be in any immediate danger. We
must hope that they will be able to survive." "I'm going back to the beach. There may be men there who need me." "It's safe
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now." "I'll take my chances." * * * * * * * * * * * * * On the beach was another dead man, lying on his side, and half buried in
the sand. Another man lay over him, apparently dead. There were other men lying where they had fallen. One man was

unconscious, bleeding from a leg wound, but his pulse was weak. I turned away, hardly able to look, and sought out a man who
was still alive, though wounded. He was a cook, and I knew he was one of the men who had been making the rowing boats. I

took a canteen from him and went back to the doctor. He was sitting at the operating table now, though it seemed to me that he
did not look as if he was paying attention to what he was doing. I knelt beside him. "Doctor," I said. He looked up at me. "Yes?"

"How long will it take?" "I don't know. You 82157476af
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